
Dennis Simms is a leadership and
behaviour specialist who supports school
leaders through coaching and
consultancy. 
 
He is the former Head of School at CP
Riverside School and Co-chairs (Heads
Forward) Teach First's Headteachers
Network of over 90 Headteachers.
Dennis is also a senior researcher at The
Centre for Social Justice where he leads
their work on improving education for
excluded pupils through alternative
provision quality benchmarks.
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Areas of Expertise
School leadership
Organisational culture
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Alternative Provision
 

Background and Coaching Experience

Dennis has dedicated his career to leading in schools and
developing leaders within education. He honed his craft in
challenging schools in the East Midlands and took up leadership
role in secondary and post-16 education before becoming Head
of School at an Alternative Provision Academy. In this role, he
successfully led significant strategic improvements in curriculum,
teaching and learning and behaviour.
 
Through his work as a consultant, coach and as co-chair Heads
Forward (Teach First’s National Network of Ambassador Head
Teachers). Dennis has great insight into the challenges that face
school leaders and works collaboratively to share good practice
and support system reform. He published Sustainable School
Leadership - A Guide for School Leaders
(www.simmscoaching.co.uk/ssrecovery) and advocates for a
holistic approach to school leadership which places staff and
student wellbeing at the centre.Dennis supports schools and
Multi-Academy Trusts in a variety of ways, often through
bespoke leadership training, behaviour consultancy or coaching
that is tailored to meet specific organisational needs. He also
writes and speaks about school leadership in various contexts

leadershipedge.org.uk

Email
dennis@simmscoaching.co.uk

Testimonials
“Dennis enabled me to reflect on the quick decisions I was
required to make as a school leader. We explored my responses,
processes and developed the necessary skills to work
backwards from an ideal solution.”
 
“Dennis’ experience as a Headteacher is invaluable in asking the
right questions and his experience in working with vulnerable
students meant that he was able to empathise with the
challenges that staff have faced”
 

LinkedIn
@www.linkedin/in/dlsimms


